


The epos of Homer’s Iliad:  the war of Troy  - 3200 years ago 



Olof Rudbeck ”Atlantican”

”Troje Inn, which old professor 

Rudbeck said be Troy, has a big 

smooth hill around”

Map from 1650

Linnaeus was here 

(14) 25 May 1732

Troje / Troja = TROY



Albert 

Seba

Linnaeus 

4 June 1735 

Amsterdam



(30 June – 9 Dec. 1735)
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”23 years later”

After:

edition             

2 and 6  of 

Syst. Nat. and 

Fauna Svecica



thicker at the tip

thicker in the middle part

thicker in the innermost part



……………
often with ”threadlike” antennae

(Papilionidae, Nymphalidae: Morpho, Caligo, etc + Uranidae (!)

Bloodred 

spots on the 

brest

Papilionidae: Parnassius, Nymphalidae: Heliconius, Pieridae: Delias

Pieridae

Nymphalidae: Danaus, Satyridae

Nymphalidae

Nymphalidae, Satyridae

Lycaenidae

Hesperidae

Small butterflies of different families = a ”restpost”

6  ”Battalions”

”Knights”

The forewings are from back 

corner to the tip longer than at the 

base (line).



binominal system of nomenclature



Carolus 

Linnaeus 1750





green-golden coloured, equipped with grooved, creased 

two-pointed wing-shells



Queen  

Lovisa Ulrica





Equites 

Trojani nr 1

Papilio 

Priamus

Equites 

Trojani nr 2

Papilio 

Hector

Equites 

Trojani nr 3

Papilio 

Paris

1758 2007

Ornithoptera 

priamus 

male

Ambon

vest coast of 

India

Pachliopta 

hector

Achillides (Papilio) 

paris

s China: 
Canton

King of Troy

1:st Prince of Troy

2:nd Prince of Troy

Systema Naturae X



”The Troys”

Note ! Linnaeus arranged the butterflies from their rank (from the 

King and prince to the doctors, priest and warrior !   Not from their 

own ”natural relationship” .         (It was the Queens collection ! )

But we can also see that he, at least on many species, carefully examined 

each butterfly to find out something typical in their appearance which he 

could relate to the single king, priest or warrior which he used for the name 

on the butterfly. 





Equites Trojani 

nr 16:1

Papilio 

Panthous  (male ?)

Equites Trojani 

nr 16:2

Papilio 

Panthous (female ?)

Equites 

Trojani nr 17

Papilio 

Pandarus

1758 2007

Ornithoptera 

primaus

female

Ripponia (Troides) 

hypolitus

female

Hypolimnas 

panadarus 

male

Ambon

Ambon

Ambon

A priest

a warrior (bowman)



Ambon: The Dutch colony A perfect harbour



Ambon
sv  India: 

Kerala

Cap 

province

Surinam

West 

Africa

East North 

America

Jamaica

ev. Cuba

Reunion

S China: Canton

Java

Algeria

Locals for the ”Linnean butterflies” in Systema Naturae 1758

C Sweden: Uppsala

S Finland

Gotland

Italy



”The Greeks”



1758
2007

Equites Achivi nr 18

1764

Equites Trojani  nr 18

Troides 

helena helena 

      male 

 Java

Troides 

oblongomaculatus 

oblongomaculatus 

         male 

 Ambon

(Merian illustration)

Papilio Helena

Papilio Helena

Queen of Sparta.        
(The official reason 

for the war)

Equites Achivi  nr 19

Papilio Menelaus

King of Sparta

Morpho 

menelaus 

   male

Surinam





1758 2007

Equites 

Achivi  nr 20

Papilio 

Ulysses

Equites 

Achivi  nr 22

Papilio 

Diomedes

Achillides 

ulysses   

male

Achillides 

ulysses  

female

King of Ithaka

King of Argos



20071758

Equites Achivi nr 25

Papilio Leilus

1764: 

Antennae setaceae atrae

Urania leilus

Lyssa patroclus

Fam. Uranidae

Fam. Uranidae

Equites Achivi nr 23

Papilio Patroclus

1758: 

Antennae filiformis ut in

1764:

Antennae:

nigrae, filiformis, nec 

capitatae

Black, threadlike, no 

head

”Hairy” or as hair = 

threadlike

n. Sydamerika

s.e. Asia

A warrior

A warrior ?



Equites 

Achivi  nr 32

Papilio 

Achilles

1758
2007

Morpho 

achilles

male

Surinam

For Linnaeus a simple 

warior ?

Achilles was the 

most famous 

warrior among 

the Greeks but . . .





Queen Lovisa Ulricas´ Collection at Drottningholm 

Donated to Uppsala University by King Gustaf IV. The the Collection 

was arranged by Linnaeus most famous student Carl Peter Thunberg













System = 

Systema 

Naturae X







Note the proboscis !





Atrophaneura hector   Linnaeus 1758





Systema Naturae 1758We go back to:



Museum  Ludovicae Ulricae   1764



Female of      

Ornithoptera priamus 





Female of: 

Ripponia 

hypolitus





Itakha
Odysseus

Pylos
Sparta

Argos

Salamis

Troy / Ilion

Kreta
Ethiopien

Lydien

Mykene

Eurypylus

Akilles

Nestor

Diomedes

Menelaus

Idomeneus

Memnon

AiasAgamemnon

Patroclus

Leilus

Glaukus

Priamos + Hekabe

Paris

Hektor

Helenus

Deiphobos

Polytes

PammonT

r

o

i

l

o

s

Troilos

Antilochus

Polydamas

Sarpedon

Pandarus

Agenor

Aeneas

Protesilaus

Machaon + Podalirius

Helena

Telemachos

Panthous

Stelenes

Filoktetes

Achivi = Greeks
Trojani  =  Troys

Glaukos







H. pandarus

P. polydorus
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best thanks to:
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